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       1          forward.  Seeing none, Barbara Walton will be

       2          the first speaker; who will be followed by

       3          Norman Mulvenon.

       4                  MS. WALTON: I’m Barbara Walton and I

       5          live here in Oak Ridge and I’m speaking as an

       6          individual.  I appreciate this opportunity to

       7          comment.  I think they did a good job of

       8          preparing these documents and I agree with the

       9          preferred alternatives.  However, we have

      10          somewhat been overtaken by events and the

      11          decision has been made to build the centrifuge

      12          base enrichment plant at Portsmouth.  And

      13          partly as a result of that, and partly for

      14          other reasons, the cumulative impacts section

      15          of the Portsmouth document, I feel, has some

      16          inadequacies, which I would like to see

      17          remedied in the final EIS.  They refer to a

      18          1977 document, a 1977 Analysis of Environmental

      19          Consequences for such an action that was done

      20          by U.S. Energy Research and Development

      21          Administration.  This is on page 5-117 of the

      22          Portsmouth document.  I would like to see that

      23          updated.  I’m assuming that there will be an

      24          EIS done for the enrichment facility that will

      25          be built at Portsmouth.  This document does
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       1          state that it will be located in area B that

       2          was considered here, so there is no conflict

       3          there.  Also, there were, in the worker dose on

       4          page 5-115 there were two footnotes.  Note I

       5          said that there was no worker dose given for

       6          the lead cascade and the information just was

       7          not available.  And I hope that that can be

       8          remedied to where a better estimate than a 1977

       9          document could be given for the final.  In

      10          addition, there is a section on historical

      11          safety for Anhydrous Ammonia and Hydrogen

      12          Fluoride, which goes up through 2002, but the

      13          table of impacts on page 5-104 analyzes

      14          forty-nine percent and seventy percent Aqueous

      15          Hydrogen Fluoride.  I suspect that was done

      16          because it is a bounding, but I would like a

      17          clear statement about that.  I note that there

      18          was a recent derailment of fuming Sulfuric Acid

      19          in Knoxville and a lot of people were evacuated

      20          away from their homes for three or four days

      21          and that is a similar order of magnitude.  And

      22          thirdly; in the Paducah Environmental Impact

      23          Statement on page 320 is figure 3.1-4 on the

      24          wetlands.  This figure is titled Paducah, but

      25          it is the identical figure that is in the
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       1          Portsmouth document on page 3-19.  In other

       2          words, they have shown the Portsmouth wetlands

       3          in the Paducah document.  And I assume that

       4          could be corrected for the final.  Also, they

       5          say in the document that use of an overpack is

       6          most likely to ship the noncompliant cylinders,

       7          but they also analyze the building of a

       8          facility in Oak Ridge.  I would like a more

       9          definitive statement on that.  They don’t

      10          analyze it as an alternative or give a

      11          preference, it’s just a general statement and I

      12          would like a definite statement that that is

      13          what they plan to do.  It’s fine that they

      14          analyze more than one thing, which is what you

      15          are supposed to do in an EIS.  And I think that

      16          covers the major points that I had.  Thank you.

      17                  FACILITATOR: Norman.

      18                  MR. MULVENON: I’m Norman Mulvenon.

      19          M-u-l-v-e-n-o-n.  I’m a resident of the City of

      20          Oak Ridge.  My main theme is to thank the

      21          Department of Energy finally for issuing these

      22          environmental impact statements.  And the

      23          second thing is that I concur with everything

      24          that Ms. Walton said.  Barbara is very

      25          meticulous in reading these documents and is
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       1          one of our resources in making sure that the

       2          Department of Energy follows all the rules.

       3          Our main theme here in Oak Ridge is that we

       4          ship those cylinders out of here.  We don’t

       5          particularly care whether they go to Portsmouth

       6          or Paducah, but they are scheduled to go to

       7          Portsmouth.  There are some empties that have

       8          been recently sent to the Nevada test site and

       9          there are some partially filled cylinders that

      10          are ready to go to Ohio right now.  And then

      11          the bulk of them are the cylinders which are

      12          going to be shipped out.  Our main theme is

      13          that they should leave the City of Oak Ridge.

      14          They present an issue with us about being able

      15          to use the K-25 or ETTP site as a

      16          reindustrialization site.  If you were a person

      17          who wanted to lease or build a building out

      18          there and all you see is thousands of these

      19          cylinders stacked around it, I don’t think it

      20          is very conducive to people wanting to actually

      21          use the site.  Our main theme; ship them out of

      22          here.  Thank you very much.

      23                  FACILITATOR: Thank you, sir.  Anyone

      24          else registered, Fred?

      25                  FRED: No, sir.
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       1                  FACILITATOR: Is there anyone who has

       2          not registered who would like to speak at this

       3          time?  Please step forward and state your name

       4          for the record.

       5                  MS. GAWARECKI: Good evening, I’m

       6          pleased to be able to speak on the EISs.  I am

       7          Susan Gawarecki, G-a-w-a-r-e-c-k-i, Executive

       8          Director of the local oversight committee and

       9          several of our stakeholder members are here

      10          tonight.  We follow EISs like this quite

      11          closely and will issue some official comments

      12          on them.  I wanted to say that I concur with

      13          Barbara Walton and Norman Mulvenon and

      14          especially emphasize that safe and rapid

      15          shipment of the cylinders out is a high

      16          priority in this community.  We would hope that

      17          UDS would look at this for their part of the

      18          shipping very early on, involve the

      19          stakeholders.  Do consider the option of rail

      20          transportation instead of by truck.  And

      21          understand that you are going to have to be

      22          working with a number of states and emergency

      23          management organizations as well.  And there

      24          are good organizations already built up and a

      25          lot of planning done already.  And certainly,
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       1          we are eager to work with the company and make

       2          sure that they understand what the needs of the

       3          communities are.  But again, we are very

       4          interested in seeing those cylinders shipped

       5          out in a timely and safe manner.  Thank you.

       6                  FACILITATOR: Thank you.  Is there

       7          anybody else who is not registered that would

       8          like to speak at this time?  Please step

       9          forward and state your name for the record.

      10                  MR. FORSBERG: Charles Forsberg,

      11          F-o-r-s-b-e-r-g.  Short comment; the facilities

      12          should include expandable long-term storage

      13          facilities for the stable Depleted Uranium

      14          Dioxide waste product.  The historical record

      15          of the United States and other Western

      16          countries is that disposal always takes longer

      17          than planned.  Plan ahead.

      18                  FACILITATOR: Thank you, sir.  Is there

      19          anyone else who would like to speak who is not

      20          registered at this time?  This is like church,

      21          you are going to get two more calls.  Anyone

      22          else?  Is there anyone who would like to extend

      23          their comments who has already spoken?  If

      24          there is anyone who would like to give their

      25          comments one-on-one with the court reporter
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       1          privately at the close of this session, she

       2          will be available until the close of business

       3          on this hearing which is at nine o’clock.  The

       4          DOE and the Argonne National Laboratory

       5          representatives are available following this

       6          meeting, if you would like to meet with them

       7          privately one-on-one or discuss any issues with

       8          them.  The public record will remain open and

       9          accept comments from the public through

      10          February 2, 2004.  Comments that are received

      11          by this date will be included in the public

      12          record.  Comments received after this time will

      13          be considered to the extent practical.  If you

      14          wish to have your comments on the official

      15          record after tonight, you may submit written

      16          comments by mail, by fax or by e-mail directly

      17          to Mr. Gary Hartman with U.S. Department of

      18          Energy.  That information is on page five of

      19          his presentation.  Fred, what time is it back

      20          there?

      21                  FRED:  Quarter to seven.

      22                  FACILITATOR: Ladies and gentlemen, it

      23          is 6:45.  I want to thank each of you for

      24          coming this evening.  I am always comforted to

      25          know that people are willing to take time away
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       1          from their families to come to meetings like

       2          this and let their opinions be known on such

       3          projects.  Participation has made this meeting

       4          successful and we thank you for your

       5          attendance.  Please be safe driving home.  This

       6          meeting is now officially adjourned.
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       2

       3

       4                        CERTIFICATE

       5

       6             I, JOAN S. ROBERTS, NOTARY PUBLIC AT LARGE

       7   FOR THE STATE OF TENNESSEE AND COURT REPORTER

       8   DO HEREBY ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE FOREGOING TWENTY-SIX

       9   PAGES ARE A TRUE AND CORRECT TRANSCRIPT OF THE

      10   PUBLIC MEETING TAKEN BY ME IN THIS CAUSE ON THE 15TH

      11   DAY OF JANUARY, 2004.

      12

      13                      THIS THE 23RD DAY OF JANUARY, 2004.

      14                      _______________________________

      15                      JOAN S. ROBERTS, COURT REPORTER
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